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Subject:     "Making  Over  the  Old  Home."     Information  from  Better  Homes  in 
America. 
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Since  we're  all  thinking  about  better  homes  this  week,   I'm  going  to 
tell  you  a  story  today  —  a  true  story  about  a  fine  old  farm  home  in  G-enesee 
County,  New  York,  that  had  become  out  of  date,  and  how  the  women  in  the  Home 
Bureau  up  there  made  it  over  last  year.     That  house  stands  now  as  a  shining 
example  of  what  women  can  do  to  make  an  old  home  convenient,  comfortable  and 
beautiful  at  minimum  cost.    All  the  fine  features  of  the  old  house  were  pre- 
served.    The  rearranging  and  refurnishing  simply  made  it  more  comfortable  and 
more  attractive.     This  house  was  finished  and  open  for  inspection  last  spring 
during  Better  Homes  Week.     Over  a  thousand  people  came  out  to  visit  it  and 
many  of  them  said  that  it  was  the  most  delightful  farm  home  they  had  ever  seen. 

Houses,  like  people,  need  to  change  with  the  times.     In  a  world  such 
as  ours  today,  . changing  every  minute,  we  must  adjust  to  new  ways  of  living 
in  order  to  be  happy  and  successful.     So  must  the  houses  we  live  in.    A  house 
that  was  ideal  for  a  family  fifty  or  twenty-five  years  ago,  might  actually  be 
a  handicap  to  the  progress  of  a  family  in  1931-     Our  ideas  of  sanitation  and 
health,  comfort  and  convenience  have  changed.     And  our  housekeeping  methods  — 
well,  you  know  how  they  have  been  revised,  even  in  one  generation. 

The  old  home  that  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about  was  of  Colonial  type 
and  sturdily  built,  as  our  grandfathers  believed  in  building  houses.     It  was 
still  handsome  on  the  outside,  but  the  interior  had  grown  behind  the  times 
with  the  years.     It  had  been  planned  for  the  time  when  the  chief  need  of  a 
country  family  home  was  plenty  of  room.     Spare  "bedrooms  to  accommodate  visit- 
ing relatives.    An  extra  front  parlor  for  special  callers.    Rooms  that  could 
be  shut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  house  during  cold  weather  or  when  not  in 
use.     Then  there  were  extra  rooms  at  the  "back  of  the  house  for  special  uses  — 
washing  or  hanging  up  clothes,  perhaps,  or  for  the  storage  of  preserves  and 
winter  fruits  and  vegetables.     The  kitchen  itself  needed  to  be  spacious  above 
all  things.     So  many  different  household  activities  were  carried  on  there. 
Beside  the  regular  cooking  and  dishwashing,  this  was  the  place  for  preserving 
in  summer,  the  dining  room  for  the  hired  men,  and,  during  the  winter,  the 
playroom  for  the  children  and  the  sitting  room  for  the  family.     It  was  often 
the  room  where  the  wading  and  ironing  was  done  and  where  the  neighbors  came 
to  sit  and  chat. 
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No  wonder  space  had  to  lie  provided  in  the  homes  of  an  earlier  genera- 
tion.   Today,  when  so  many  household  jobs  are  done  "by  the  public  "bakery, 
cannery,  laundry  and  nursery  school,  the  need  of  our  homes  is  compact  con- 
venience rather  than  space.    Here  was  one  problem  that  had  to  "be  met  in  malting 
the  Genesee  County  home  convenient  and  up  to  date. 

Another  pro  Diem  was  light.    Modern  interiors  are  well-lighted,  airy 
and  cheerful,  "but  this  home,  like  many  of  its  period,  had  dark  woodwork,  walls 
and  furnishings  and  the  light  from  the  windows  was  cut  off  "by  heavy  dark 
furnishings.     In  the  living  room,  a  lovely  large  "bay  window  was  almost  con- 
cealed "by  houseplants  on  standards  of  all  kings  and  shapes. 

Well,  to  get  on  with  the  story  of  how  the  house  was  refurnished.  One 
day  in  the  fall,  women  from  each  of  the  seventeen  Home  Bureau  groups  in  the 
county  met  with  Miss  Wright  from  Cornell  University,  who  is  the  State  housing 
specialist,  and  together  they  went  over  the  house,  discussing  problems  and 
planning  just  what  was  needed  for  refurnishing.    All  the  work  was  to  be  done 
by  the  women  themselves,  who  were  eager  to  learn  crafts  that  would  help  them 
later  in  fixing  over  their  own  homes.    Then  they  ,went  to  work.    And  let  me 
tell  you  a  few  of  the  jobs  they  did  that  winter  and  did  most  successfully  — 
painting,  papering,  building  in  shelves  and  cupboards,  upholstering  furniture, 
fitting  slip  covers  on  chairs  and  lounges,  making  lampshades  and  new  curtains, 
refinishing  and  reseating  old  chairs,  hooking  and  crocheting  rugs,  and  dyeing 
old  carpets  and  curtains. 

Of  course,  one  of  the  first  steps  in  planning  the  decoration,  was  to 
decide  on  a  general  color  scheme  for  the  whole  house  —  a  color  scheme  that 
would  give  both  harmony  and  unity  to  the  whole  interior.    ITo  danger  then  of 
a  choppy,  confused  appearance  which  is  often  the  result  of  planning  each  room 
separately.    You  know  how  a  house  looks  that  has  a  green  living  room,  a  yellow 
parlor,  a  blue  hall,  and  so  forth. 

The  living  room  curtains  supplied  this  general  color  scheme.  The 
fabric  chosen  was  cotton  Indianhead  with  an  all-over  pattern  of  a  pioneer 
days  scene.    Quite  suitable,  you  see,  for  a  house  of  Colonial  type  furnished 
with  many  pieces  of  early  American  furniture.     The  color  of  the  curtains  was 
orange-red  and  rust  on  a  cream  background.     Variations  of  this  were  used 
throughout  the  house  from  the  light  buff  on  the  walls  to  rugs,  curtains  and 
hangings  of  yellow,  copper,  henna,  gold  and  brown.     Blue  green  was  used  for 
contrast.     Occasional  ornaments  of  bright  orange  and  green  gave  dashes  of 
more  vivid  color  here  and  there. 

With  the  color  scheme  chosen,  the  women  went  ahead  with  the  work  of 
furnishing.    Much  of  it  was  making  over  old  things  already  in  the  house.  There 
was,  for  example,  the  living  room  rug  which  caused  a  good  deal  of  admiration 
from  visitors  who  saw  the  house.     It  was  made  from  a  worn  discarded  carpet 
brought  down  from  the  attic.     The  pieces  were  sewed  together  and  then  the  whole 
thing  was  dyed.     The  original  colors  were  harsh  and  vivid,  but  the  dye  softened 
the  color  and  concealed  the  worn  spots.    Then  there  was  a  lovely  oval  rug, 
crocheted  by  one  of  the  women  from  old  silk  pieces  which  she  had  dyed  herself 
to  suit  the  color  of  the  room.     Several  small  chairs  were  reseated  with  cattails. 
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Now  let  me  tell  you  about  the  different  rooms.     Perhaps  the  most  in- 
teresting was  the  combination  lounge  and  laundry,  located  just  off  the 
kitchen.    This  had  been  used  partly  for  storage  and  partly  for  a  laundry. 
The  storage  end  of  the  room  was  fitted  up  as  a  resting  and  lounging  corner 
for  the  hired  men,  a  place  where  they  could  come  in  and  wash  and  rest  before 
or  after  dinner  without  having  to  track  up  the  kitchen  floor  and  use  the 
kitchen  sink  for  washing.     It  also  served  as  a  place  where  the  housewife  might 
take  a  few  minutes'  rest  in  the  midst  of  kitchen  or  laundry  work.     The  women 
painted  the  walls  green  —  put  up  green  dotted  curtains  at  the  windows.    An  old 
couch  for  this  room  was  made  new  by  a  well  fitted  cover  of  brown  and  green 
denim.     I'm  told  that  the  denim  was  purchased  for  twenty-nine  cents  a  yard. 
There  was  also  a  table  to  hold  magazines,  ash  trays  and  a  tobacco  jar  made  from 
a  coffee  can  painted  a  nice  dull  red.    A  victrola,  a  comfortable  arm  chair, 
and  a  small  stand  to  hold  a  basin  with  a  towel  rack  and  mirror  above  completed 
the  furnishings. 

The  kitchen,  a  large,  gloomy,  inconvenient  room  with  dark  grey  walls, 
was  made  more  convenient  by  built-in  cupboards  and  double  drain  boards  at  the 
sink,  and  was  made  attractive  and  cheerful  by  repainting  with  ivory  and  green. 
The  women  borrowed  an  electric  paint  spray  and  sprayed  the  walls  two  shades  of 
ivory.     Chairs,  stools  and  the  insides  of  cupboards  were  painted  green,  and 
pull  curtains  at  the  windows  were  in  a  pleasant  green,  orange  and  cream  print. 

The  main  living  room  was  one  of  the  most  cheerful  and  homelike  rooms 
in  the  house.    The  two  old  fashioned  parlors  were  thrown  in  together.  The 
lovely  bay  window  with  its  attractive  cheerful  curtains  let  in  plenty  of  light. 
The  old  plant  stands  were  replaced  by  a  long,  low  shelf  across  the  bottom  of 
the  window  to  hold  the  plants.     Comfortable  re-upholstered  chairs,  the  dyed 
rug  in  soft  shades  of  tan,  rich  red  and  green,  and  the  soft  yellow  lampshades 
all  combined  to  give  the  appearance  of  cheer. 

Isn't  this  a  story  that  should  encourage  any  housekeeper  to  rejuvenate 
her  home? 

If  you  want  some  leaflets  to  give  you  ideas,  write  to  Better  Homes  in 
America,  Washington,  D.  C  They  have  many  helpful  leaflets  for  the  price  of 
ten  cents  or  so.  Prom  them  you  can  learn  a  great  deal  about  either  building 
or  remodelling  your  home. 
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